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The second half of the nineteenth century was an age of industrial development in Canada.  Railways 
came to dominate the provincial landscape and large mills and factories grew up in the towns of the 
region.  Railways and mills required massive amounts of capital and resulted in the growth of huge 
businesses.  Wage labour, especially the employment of women and children, expanded dramatically.  
New Brunswick’s trade had centred on British markets; now it began to move inland. 
 
These changes are clearly reflected in the career of Alexander ‘Boss’ Gibson.  Born near St Stephen 
in 1819, Gibson was the child of humble Irish immigrants.  Raised on a pioneer farm, he began life as 
a labourer, trained as a sawyer, became a sawmill manager in St Stephen, and finally set up his own 
sawmill in Lepreau.  In time, he became the greatest timber baron in the province, acquired more 
than 1,600,000 acres of timberlands, established a company town at Marysville, built two major 
railway lines, made the village of Devon a railway centre and then built a large cotton mill at 
Marysville.  Gibson was a tall red bearded giant of a man whose charisma, determination and 
commanding physical presence left a powerful mark on the thousands of people whose lives he 
influenced. 
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Alexander “Boss” Gibson 
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The Boss in His Sawmill 
Gibson spent many years as a trained sawyer.  
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Breaking a Log Jam   
This was one of the most dangerous jobs in the industry.  Many men lost their lives on the river. 
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Constructing the Barker Dam 
This was the largest of the seven dams built by Gibson to control water flow on the Nashwaak River. 
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Marysville About 1881  
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The Boss and the Fredericton Railway 
Gibson is standing next to the number 2 engine of the Fredericton Railway at York Street crossing 
near the first Exhibition Palace c. 1870. 
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The Boss’s House 
The Gibson mansion overlooked the town.  Here Gibson received some of the most prominent people 
of the province and the nation. 
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Marysville Methodist Church  
Built by Boss Gibson in 1873 
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A composite of Marysville c. 1885 
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The Boss Builds the First Fredericton Railway Bridge 
The first train crosses the Railway Bridge from Gibson into Fredericton.  It was a Canada Eastern 
locomotive and four flat cars. 



 
 
Halfpenny Map of York County (1878), The York Sunbury Historical Society Collection 
 
The Gibson (now South Devon) Terminus of the New Brunswick Railway Showing the Maintenance 
Shops and Wharf 
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The Marysville Cotton Mill c. 1886 
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Cotton Mill Workers Gathered Around the Machines c. 1886 
The mill offered paid employment to large numbers of women and girls. 
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Marysville Looking Down the Nashwaak River 1889 
Note the New Bridge, Cotton Mill and Brick Houses 
 


