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July 2016 It all starts here!! 

A Ship Full of Troubles  
by Paige Powell
With Confederation on its way in the mid-1860s, it’s 
easy to assume that New Brunswick simply smiled and 
nodded its way into the fold.  That theory could not be 
any further from the truth.  The common stereotype of 
New Brunswick history is that “Things happen to New 
Brunswick”.  This exhibit turns that notion on its head, 
proving that New Brunswick agency is by no means a 
myth.  
 
On July 2nd, 2016, we will be unveiled “A Ship Full of 

Troubles” the proof that New Brunswick was not a 
follower, but a leader in the Confederation debates 
here at the Fredericton Region Museum.  
 
The province’s political climate set the pace for 
Confederation and truly showed how colourful our 
politicians can be.  From leaders in social issues to 
young barons eager to step in and make use of their 
newfound executive power, the 1860s managed to 
capture an array of characters so vast, it would make 
today’s reality shows look drab in comparison.  
 
On top of showing off our political agency and ability to 
make our voices heard, this exhibit includes a selection 
of artefacts owned by the Honourable Robert Duncan 
Wilmot, Father of Confederation, Senator, and 
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick.   
 
Wilmot played a strong role in the Confederation 
debates and also portrayed the reality of how gritty 
New Brunswick politics can be.  In 1865, he was elected 
to the Anti-Confederation party and, after a visit to the 
United Province of Canada and a near-insurmountable 
opposition to his party, he joined the Confederation 
party the following year and was given a seat in the 
senate the year after that.  
 
Nathan Gavin (Youth Employment Fund program) and 
Caleb Goguen (Arts3000 Internship, University of New 
Brunswick) curated the exhibit. 
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Our Fabulous Summer Students! 
Despite the challenges with the Student Employment Experience 
Development (SEED) program, the museum managed to find enough 
students to be fully staff this summer.  You were introduced to our Young 
Canada Works students, Abby Stewart and Adam Mahoney, in our last 
newsletter.  Later Paige Powell, Erin Acheson, Sébastien Bériault and 
Richard Ivey joined us in June and July.  Each summer, we are fortunate to 
have incredible summer students and this summer is no exception. 
 
An incredible team of volunteers also joins us!  They have been assisting us 
with data entry, the front desk and programming!  We are grateful for 
their dedication and hard work because without them, we could not 
accomplish as much as we do! 
 

Collections Storage Upgrade 
The FRM has been busy behind the scenes upgrading its furniture 
collections storage rooms for the last two years.  With the assistance of 
the Federal Museum Assistance Program, we have been able to purchase 
shelving and materials to reconfigure the storage spaces.  Last year, we 
completed the work in what we call the chair room and this year we have 
been working on our two large furniture storage rooms!  This project has 
given us the opportunity to become better acquainted with the many 
treasures in the museum’s collection. 
 

Virtual Classroom 
The Federal Cultural Spaces program provided funding for the FRM to 
create a virtual classroom space in the Confederation exhibit.  This space 
will be used to provide classroom session to schools across New 
Brunswick, North America and possibly the globe using Skype.  We are 
excited about this program and have already started to discuss its 
possibilities with the Department of Education! 
 

 
York-Sunbury Historical 
Society Members First 
Annual Art Exhibition 

Invitation to Display Works for 
September 2016 

 
The YSHS invites member artists and 
artisans to participate in our first 
Annual Members Art Exhibition.  
This unique art show allows 
member artists the opportunity to 
exhibit and sell their current work in 
the Fredericton Region Museum 
and to use the museum space to 
inspire new works.  Visual artists 
who are members of the YSHS will 
exhibit and offer their work for sale 
on consignment in the museum’s 
seasonal flex gallery on the main 
floor during the month of 
September.   
 
To Participate: 
Email the Executive Director 
(yorksunbury@nb.aibn.com) with 
the following by 5pm, August 19th: 

 contact information  

 a short bio (100-150 words), 

 at least two (2) images of your 

work (300DPI in jpeg format), 

 dimensions of work (so that we 

can plan the space) 

 artist photo (300DPI in jpeg 

format), and 

 a short description of your work 

 
Contact the Museum office for more 
details. 
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